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SOME 

General    Confiderations 

CONCERNING    THE 

Alteration  and  Improvement 
O  F 

Publick  ReveniieSa 

THE  Popular  Writers  have 
been  for  fcveral  Weeks 
founding  the  Alarm,  and 
fcattering  Terrors  about  an  Excife  ; 
nay,  a  General  Excife-^  faid  to  be 
intended  by  the  Adminiftration. 
The  fimple  Word  Excife  would  not 
be  frightful  enough  ;  People  have 
A  2  been 


(6) 

been  long  ufed  both  to  the  Sound 
and  the  Pradice  of  it;  nor  have 
ever  thefe  Writers,  as  far  as  I  re- 
jnember,  mentioned  one  Inftance 
of  Oppreffion  committed  by  the 
Officers  who  colled  it:  But  a  Ge- 
neral Excife  is  a  Word  big  with 
Oppreffion  and  Affright,  and  there- 
fore muft  be  rung  in  the  Ears  of 
the  People  ;  that  is,  they  are  to  be 
terrified  feveral  Weeks  fucceffively 
with  a  Chimera,  with  an  Evil  which 
can  never  befall  them,  as  it  can  ne- 
ver be  pradifed  in  this  Nation. 

An  Excife  upon  Food  and  upon 
all  Neceffaries  of  Life,  would  indeed 
be  heavy  upon  them,  as  it  would 
raife  the  Price,  and  confequentlylef- 
fen  the  Quantity  of  their  daily  Bread: 
a  barbarous  Projed,  never  meant ! 
'tis  therefore  highly  barbarous  and 

wicked 
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wicked  to  fuggeft  and  warn  againft 
it,  as  a  Thing  refolved  and  con- 
certed. This  is  pitiful  Quackery, 
below  a  Man  of  common  Veracity. 
But  it  anfwers  particular  Ends, 
which  are  agreeable  to  angry  Spi- 
rits, always  very  narrow  and  un^ 
juft.  Impoffibilities  they  are  fure 
cannot  happen  ;  and  they,  by  bold- 
ly foretelling  them,  have  the  Ho- 
nour and  Fame  of  preventing 
thern. 

This  is  like  the  Veracity,  fair 
Dealing  and  Importance  of  the 
Romijb  Friers,  who  firft  denounce 
terrible  approaching  Woes  and 
Judgments,  and  then  claim  the 
Merit  and  Glory  of  averting  them 
by  their  early  Forefight  and  power- 
ful IntercefTion.  This  Kind  of  falfe 
l^rophecy  has  its  Ufe,  if  not  its  cer- 
'?•    '^^^'  tain 
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tain  Reward,  and  cannot  be  pre^ 
fently  cjeteded  ;  but  'tis  worthy 
«)nly  of  Quacks  and  Friers ;  and 
Fame  acquired  at  the  Expence  of 
Truth,  is  but  a  miferable  Acquili- 
tion.  'Tis  like  falfe  Coin,  fcorned 
and  rejected,  and  its  Value  annihi-= 
lated,  as  foon  as  'tis  known. 

Tobacco  and  Wines  are  the  only 
Commodities  which  I  believe  have 
been  thought  of  as  proper  to  bear 
an  Excife.  They  already  pay  a 
Duty  by  way  of  Cuftoms,  but 
would  yeild  infinitely  more,  were 
they  fubjed  to  Excife.  They  bear 
even  now  a  Duty  by  L^-w  ;  Where 
is  the  Harm,  where  the  Terro^  of 
another  Law  to  coUedt  that  Duty 
effedually  P  And  how  does  this 
affed  the  People,  or  any,  but  fuch 
as  have  Art  and  Knavery  enough 

to 
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to  evade  the  Law,  and  to  put  that 
Duty  into  their  own  Pockets  ? 
What  fair  Objedlion  can  there  be 
to  a  Law,  which  is  chiefly  intended 
to  fupport  the  Publick  ;  that  is,  all 
Men,  againft  the  Frauds  and  Per- 
jury of  particular  Men  ? 

To  the  People  it  is  of  infinite 
Advantage,  fince  it  tends  to  leiTen, 
and  perhaps  to  abolilTi  the  Land- 
Tax ;  a  Tax  which  falls  heavily 
upon  them,  by  heightning  the 
Rents  of  Lands,  and  confequcntly 
of  Bread  and  Drink,  and  other 
Food  :  So  that  what  the  Land  pays, 
the  People  too  pay  :  And  as  to 
Wine,  the  Price  of  it  would  not 
affed  them  though  it  were  higher  ; 
and  yet  by  this  Law,  even  that 
Price  would  not  be  raifed  ;  be- 
fides  that,  it  would  prevent  the 
B  felling 


(    lO    ) 

Idling  of  Poyfon  under  the  Name 
of  Wine,  as  is  now,  and  has 
been  long  done  ;  infomuch,  that 
while  they  are  paying  for  Wine, 
they  drink  none,  but  only  a  vile 
Mixture  brewed  of  cheap,  mifer- 
able,  and  pernicious  Materials : 
Neitlier  will  Tobacco,  when  fub- 
jccl  to  Excife,  be  fold  any  dearer. 

Where  then  is  the  Hardfhip  ? 
no  where  that  I  know,  except  in 
the.  Mouths  of  thefe  unfair  and 
paffionate  Haranguers,  who  yet 
have  not  faid  one  Word  to  the  Pur- 
pofe  about  this  particular  Excife, 
nor  againfl:  it.  They  have  declaim- 
ed and  made  long  Quotations  a- 
gamft  all  T^axes  and  Impofitions 
in  general,  fuch  as  no  Nation, 
however  free,  can  ever  be  exempt 

from  3 
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from  ;  nay,  muft  bear  in  order  to 
preferve  themfelves  free.  They 
have  im^eigh'd  againft  a  General 
Rxcife  ;  no  fuch  Thing  was  or  is 
intended,  nor  can  ever  be  effedled. 
Thus  far  therefore  they  have  faid 
nothing,  no  more  than  if  they  had 
been  reafoning  againft  a  General 
Conflagration  or  Deluge. 

Have  they  faid,  do  they  pretend 
to  fay,  That  Tobacco  and  Wines 
fhould  pay  no  Duty  f  No  ^  there 
is  already  a  Lavv  for  it.  Have  they 
faid,  do  they  pretend  to  fay,  That 
it  is  an  unreafonable  Law  f  No ; 
what  then  have  they  faid  f  They 
have  faid  a  great  Deal  without  one 
Argument  againft  Excifes,  and 
declared  themfelves  againft  Exci- 
fing  Tobacco  and  Wines  ;  that  is, 
againft  levying  the  Duty  already 
B  2  laid 
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laid,  and  making  a  more  effedual 
Law,  inftead  of  one  well  known 
not  to  be  effedual. 

This  is  the  State  of  the  Cafe ; 
and  never  did  any  Man,  never  did 
even  thefe  Haranguers,  flicd  fo  ma- 
ny Words  to  fo  little  Purpofe,  other- 
wife  than  that  of  raifing  a  falfe  A- 
larm  ;  and  how  candid  and  moral 
this  is,  how  worthy  Men  of  Veraci- 
ty and  Honour,  1  leave  them,  nay, 
leave  the  People  to  judge.  There 
has  been  a  Defign  talked  of,  not 
^bout  laying  a  new  or  unreafonable 
Tax,  but  about  gathering  an  old 
and  neceffary  Tax,  and  thereby 
relieving  the  Land,  that  is,  the  Na- 
tion, from  another  Tax  which  has 
lain  long  and  grievoufly  upon  them. 
What  can  bemore  juft  and  human? 
Were  this  Defign  but  as  fairly  un- 

derftood 
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derftood  and  reprefented  Abroad, 
as  it  is  conceived  and  meant  by 
thofe  who  projeded  it ;  it  would 
from  every  impartial  Man  in  Bri- 
tain procure  them  Thanks  inftead 
of  Clamour.  But  People  are  blin- 
ded by  Noife,  Declamation^  and 
Inventions. 

What  Harm  is  in  the  Word  JEa;^j/S, 
which  fo  much  Pains  are  taken  to 
render  odious  and  terrible.^  Excifej 
when  more  advantageous  and  lefs 
grievous  than  the  Cuftoms,  is  a  de- 
firable  Thing.  Cuftoms,  when 
heavier  and  lefs  effedtual  than  Ex- 
cifes,  are  mifchievous  and  detefta- 
ble  Things.  Here  is  the  plain 
Point  and  Diftindion,  and  by  it  let 
the  Affair  in  Hand  be  tried.  Is  it 
not  reafonable,  that  when  the  Way 
of  Cuftoms  fail,  and  that  of  Ex- 

cife 
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cife  does  not,  the  latter  fhould  be 
preferred  ^ 

To  argue  againft  Taxes  and  Im- 
pofitions  in  general,  is  like  arguing 
againft  Cafualties,  Difeafes,  and 
Pain,  which  are  the  Concomitants 
of  human  Life,infeparable  from  the 
Lot  of  Nature,  and  indeed  Part  of 
that  Lot.  Whilft  there  are  Men 
and  Evil  in  the  World,  there  muft 
be  Laws  and  Taxes.  For  Laws  too 
are  often  Grievances,  and  always  a 
Reftraint  upon  the  natural  Free- 
dom of  Man.  In  this  View,  an 
Inve<^ive  againft  Laws,  as  they  a- 
bridge  the  great  Privilege  of  Li- 
berty, and  are  attended  with  Whips 
and  Halters,  Gibbets  and  Dunge- 
ons, and  other  Marks  and  Inftru- 
ments  of  Bondage,  might  prove  a 
very  popular  Adtion,  and  procure 

Com- 
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Combinations  againft  the  Increafe 
of  Laws,  as  what  greatly  affedls  the 
Freedom  of  the  Subjed:,  and  even 
his  Life ;  though  he  offend  againft 
them  through  Miftake,  or  by  ths 
Negligence  of  his  Servants;  We 
fee  that  to  complain  heavily  of  the 
inevitable  Misfortunes  of  the  World, 
to  rail  feverely  at  them,  and  to 
harangue  copioufly  about  them, 
becomes  an  acceptable  and  pleafing 
Office  to  many  ;  we  fee  how  it 
warms  and  roufes  them,  and  fets 
them  fometimes  upon  feeking  Re- 
medies againft  Maladies  that  are  in- 
curable. 

If  Government,  if  human  Soci- 
ety  could  fubfift  without  any  Pref- 
fure  upon  the  Subjed,  without 
Contribution  or  Payment,  it  would 
be    unjuft  and  cruel  to  make  any 

De- 
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Demand  at  all  upon  him.  But  ^s 
this  is  utterly  impoffible,  as  there 
muft  be  Impofitions,  and  all  muft 
pay  for  the  Support  of  all,  human 
Wifdom  and  Compaffion  can  do  no 
more  than  to  contrive  that  fuch  Im- 
pofitions  be  laid  with  all  poflible 
Eafe  and  Equality. 

Taxes  are  therefore  the  Confe- 
quences  of  Government,  of  every  Go- 
vernment, and  Tax-Gatherers  the 
Confcquences  of  Taxes.  Doubtlefs 
both  are  inconvenient,  but  both  are 
neceffary,  and  will  always  be  necef- 
fary  as  long  as  Government  fubfifts. 

Now  where  can  a  Tax  be  more 
r^fonably  laid,  than  upon  Com- 
modities not  neceffary  to  human 
Life,  but  only  ufed  through  Cuf- 
tom  and  Luxury  ^  If  Particulars 

can- 
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cannot  pay  for  fuch,  why  do  they 
ufe  fuch  P  If  they  will  have  them, 
'tis  plain  they  can  pay  for  them. 
All  reafonable  Men  agree,  that  Tax- 
es upon  Luxury  are  the  moft  juft 
Taxes ;  and  if  fuch  Taxes  be  jujfUy 
laid,  is  it  not  equally  juft,  that  they 
fhould  be  carefully  and  equally 
coUecled  ?  Why  fhould  fome  pay 
the  whole,  others  only  a  Part,  o- 
thers  Nothing,  and  the  greateft 
Offenders  be  the  greateft  Gainers, 
and  the  moft  fpared  P  Why  fhould 
a  neceffary  Tax  be  in  a  great  Mea- 
fure  loft  to  the  Publick,  and  only 
ferve  to  enrich  a  few  fraudulent  and 
guilty  Men  P  Why  fhould  not  Pro- 
vifton  be  made  againft  publick 
Frauds  and  falfe  Oaths  P 

Nor  is  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that 

they  who  praclife  or  gain  by  fjch 

C  Frauds, 
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Frauds,  are  againft  removing  them. 
Men  love  themfelves  better  than 
they  do  the  Publick,  love  unjuft 
Gain  rather  than  none.  But  it  is 
very  vv^ondcrful,  at  leaft  very  un- 
reafonable,  that  fuch  as  get  no- 
thing by  defrauding  the  Publick, 
Ihould  yet  join  in  the  Clamour  of 
fuch  as  do.  It  may  be  natural  for 
a  Grocer  or  aTobacconift  vv^ho  may 
have  come  by  his  Tea  or  Tobacco 
without  paying  Duty,  yet  fells  at  as 
high  a  Price  as  if  he  had,  to  be  an- 
gry at  a  Method  which  v/ill  oblige 
him  to  pay  it ;  but  why  fliould  his 
Neighbour  who  is  a  Woollen-dra- 
per, and  other  Tradefmen  not 
bound  to  pay  any  fuch  Duty,  be 
angry  too  f  It  cannot  hurt  them 
that  he  is  forced  to  be  honeft. 

The 
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The  Way  taken  by  the  angry 
and  interefled  to  alarm  and  incenfe 
others,  is  very  bafe  and  indeed  ab- 
furd.  But  as  the  many  cannot 
or  will  not  diftinguifh  between 
Truth  and  Affertion,  between  the 
probable  and  improbable,  or  be- 
tween the  improbable  and  the  im- 
poflible,  they  are  eternally  liable  to 
be  deceived  and  enrao;ed  by  fuch  as 
affirm  without  Scruple,  whenever 
they  can  convince  without  Proof. 
To  prevent  therefore  a  particular 
Excife  upon  one  or  two  Foreio-n 
Commodities  of  Luxury,  which 
are  already,  and  have  always  been 
taxed,  but  never  produced  a  Tax 
half  equal  to  the  Duty  laid  ;  thefe 
Men  have  rung  the  Changes  upon  a 
General  Excife,  an  Excife  upon 
daily  Bread,  and  every  Thing  ne- 
C    2  cefTary 
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ceffary  to  the  Subfi-ftence  of  Life, 
till  thefe   two  Excifes  are  become 
confounded  in  the  Minds  of  the 
People,  or  rather  none  but  the  Ge- 
neral Excife   is  dreaded  and  men- 
tioned.    This  indeed  would  be  a 
Monfter  frightful  enough,  a  Hydra 
with  Heads  and  Teeth  fufficient  to 
deftroy   the  Nation.     But  if  there 
be  Nothing    in  all  this  but  down- 
right Invention  and  bold  Falfhood, 
Is  it    not  monftrous     Iniquity    to 
broach  it  f  Is  it  not  more   mon- 
ftrous to  fpread  and   publifh  it  ? 
Is  it  not  moft  monftrous  to  repeat 
and  urge  it  f 

Is  this  their  Zeal  and  Friendfhip 
to  their  Fellow-Subjeds,  to  be  con- 
tinually difturbing  them  and  fright- 
nine  them  with  Scare-crows,  with 
^  falfe 
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falfe  Terrors,  and  falfe  Prophecy  P 
Is  this  Patriotifm,  to  labour  to  pre- 
vent fo  notable  a  Benefit  to  the 
Publick,  as  that  of  leflening  or 
removing  one  of  the  moft  grievous 
Inipofitions  that  ever  it  bore,  (I 
mean  that  upon  Land]  and  this  by 
laying  no  new  Tax  at  all,  but  only 
by  contriving  an  effedlual  Method  of 
raifing  that  already  laid  P  What  is 
Calumny,  what  is  Enmity  to  the 
State,  if  this  be  not,  cruelly  to  ac- 
cufe  innocent  Men,  violently  to 
ojppofc  publick  Good  P  As  the 
Crime  they  charge  would  be  very 
heinous,  were  it  true  ;  their  Guilt 
of  charging  it  when  'tis  falfe,  is 
equally  great  and  heinous.  Will 
they  fay,  that  it  was  intended, 
but  they  defeated  it  P  This  is  a 
Defence    that  may    be  urged    by 

every 
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every  falfe  Accufer  in  the  Worldj^ 
and  no  Man,  be  he  ever  fo  virtu- 
ous, ever  fo  unfpotted,  can  at  this 
Rate  ever  efcape  the  Imputation  of 
the  v^orft  Purpofes  and  Counfels, 
whenever  any  Slanderer  is  found 
fufficiently  hardned  and  malicious 
to  accufe  him  of  fuch. 

After  all  this  Clamour,  all  this 
heavy  Charge  of  terrible  Defigns, 
which  all  end  in  a  new  Method  of 
colleding  an  old  Duty    ;    or,    in 
other  Words,  in  the  Room  of  an 
infufficient  Law  making  one  more 
fufficient  :    What  are  the  mighty 
Objedions    againfl:   Excifing    two 
Commodities,  inftead  of  continu- 
ing them  fubjedcd   to  Cuftoms  P 
It  is  no   more    than   a  Defign  of 
railing  a  much  greater  Sum  out  of 
the    fame  Tax ,    without    raifing 

that; 
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that  Tax  higher.  It  is  only 
improving  the  Publick  Revenue, 
and  doing  Juftice  to  the  PubHck, 
without  any  Hardfhip  upon  Parti- 
cula.s.  It  is  a  Provifion  againft 
Fr  ii'ds  and  Perjury  ;  an  old  Impo- 
fition  rbfolutely  neceffary,  and 
therefore  never  compl  uned  of,  but 
hitherto  always  unequally  and  par- 
tially paid,  now  to  be  continued 
upon  a  better  and  equal  Foot,  fo 
as  that  all  who  deal  in  fuch  Com- 
modities, fliall  pay  in  Proportion 
to  the  Quantity  of  their  Dealings 
and  Gains ;  and  that  none  fhall 
make  g^eat  Gains,  as  they  have  hi- 
therto done,  without  contributins: 
their  due  Propoition  to  the  Tax. 

What  can  be  plainer    or  jufter, 
or  more  reconcilable  to   common 

Senfe 
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Senfe  and  common  Equity  ? 
Whence  therefore  all  this  Tumult, 
thefe  Pannick  Fears,  and  thefe 
Combinations  P  Are  they  not  all 
caufed  by  the  Corruption  of  fome, 
by  the  Folly  of  more,  and  by  the 
Arts  and  bold  Falfhoods  and  Mif- 
reprefentations  of  others  P  They 
who  gain  by  cheating  the  Publick, 
would  cheat  it  ftill,  and  account 
it  high  Injuftice  to  be  forced  to  be 
juft.  Such  alfo  who  find  their 
own  Paffions  gratifyed  by  roufing 
the  Paffions  of  the  People,  are  not 
over  ftrid:  or  confcientious  in  the 
Informations  and  Warnings  which 
they  are  daily  dealing  out  to 
them  ;  and  having  reprefented 
Excife,  every  Sort  of  Excife,  as 
terrible  and  odious,  polTefs   them 

next 


next  with  a  frightful  Notion,  that 
this  fame  odious  Excife,  this  En- 
gine of  Mifery,  this  Introduaion 
and  Bond  of  Slavery,  is  juft  be- 
coming Univerfal.      The  deluded 
People,  who  believe  all  that  thefe 
their  Teachers  tell  them,  the  more 
for  being  Ihocking,    and  not  the 
lefs  for  being  improbable,  fwallow 
all  this  implicitly,  fancy  that  their 
Bread  and  Meat  are  already  Exci- 
fed,  and  therefore  the  Price  greatly 
taifed,  fee  Famine  and  Excifemen 
flaring  them  in  the  Face,  and  run 
mad  with    imaginary   Oppreffion 
and  Danger.     Do  they  find  it  kind 
in  thefe  their  Friends,  thus  to  mit 
lead  and  affright  them  ? 

I  would  ask  any  Man,   who  fs 
•not  infatuated  with  Words,    and 
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Nolfe,  a:nd  Furij^jiwhelMrtheNar 
tioti  ought  tO.p^y  a  Miiliprij  Qr  hatf 
a  Million  ^Yearly  by  ^^La^id  Tax^, 
rather  than  fuffer  an-Additioii  to 
tJie  Officej;s  of  Excife  f ,  What  caa 
fe  more  glaring,  when  it  is  put 
in  this  Light  f.  Yet  thiSiia  the  Light 
it  ought  tp.be  putiQ^orQ  -oahl  7ot 

,;.  Oh!  but  thefe  Omm'.  will  be 
at  Liberty  to  enter  Peoples  fJoufes .! 
Yes,  fuch  Houfes  as  deal  in  fuch 
Commodities,  and  (uct  Parts  only 
of  thofe  Houfes  as  a^€:  aligned  for 
fuch  Goods;  all  the  other  Rooms 
of  fuch  Houfes  being  asinacceffible 
to  the  Officers  of   Excife,   as  the 
Houfe  of  any  private  Perfon  who 
does  not  deal  in  Excifed  Commo- 
dities.     The    Houfes    concerning 
which  the  prefent  alarm  israifed,- 

are 
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are  publkk  Houfes,  puBlick  Shops? 
and  publick  Warchoufes  for  pub- 
lick  Dealings,  where  People  are. 
hourly  entring  ;  and  why  not  an 
Excifeman,  if  he  do  no  more  than 
his  Duty  ;  and  if  he  do,  the  Law 
has  provided  a  Remedy.  Let  thefe 
Gomplainers  own  the  Truth,  that 
they  would  gladly  fell  taxed  Com- 
modities as  dear  as  if  they  had 
paid  the  Tax,  without  having 
paid  the  Tax  :  If  they  ad:  fairly 
and  conceal  nothing,  the  Officer 
cannot  in  the  leaft  hurt  them.  I 
know  no  Duty  that  harms  the  Shop- 
keeper and  Retailer,  who  always 
laifes  it  upon  the  Buyer  and  Con* 
fumer.  It  is  therefore  no  fmall 
Confidence  in  Shopkeepers  to  com- 
plain of  any  Taxes,  much  more  to 
rail  at  an  Excife  ;  fmce  by  doing  fo 
D   %  they 


(a8) 
they  in  a    Manner   confefs    they 
would  pay  no  Duty,  and  yet  make 
their  Cuftomers  pay  it.    :]i.l- .^  ib- 

I  am  always  very  glad  to  fee  fuch 
Men,  and  all  Men  thrive,  but  it' 
is  not  grateful   nor  juft  to  thrive^ 
and  complain  ;  nay,  to  cpmplain> 
without  a  Grievance.       uluo--  -n'^l 

Much  more  Caufe  of  Complaint 
has  the  poor  Landowner,  and  is 
fubjed  to  a  heavier  Evil  than  the 
Infpedionof  an  Officer,  fince  he 
is  liable  to  have  the  Stock  upon  his 
Eftate  feized,  if  from  being  alrea- 
dy  impoveriflied,  and  utterly  ex- 
haufted  by  Taxes,  he  can  pay  them 
no  longer. 


This 


(  29) 

This  may  fuffice  in  general,  in 
Anfwer  to  general  Suggeftioijs: 
When  we  fee  further  what  is  inten- 
ded by  the  Adminiftration  with 
refped:  to  any  particular  Excife,  it 
will  then  be  Time  enough  to  take 
it  into  a  more  particular  Confidera- 
tion. 
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